
 May 4 – 8, 2020 
 News from Room 209 

Remember to Vote 
New information is in blue 

Scientist of the Week --  
April 2 – G. Palermo 
May 14 – D. Mariani 
 
Important Dates 
May 6  --  Teacher Professional Development Afternoon 
May 21 – Last Day of School Year for students 
May 22 – Last Day of School Year for teachers. 
 
ZOOM Hours  Please be on Zoom at the two indicated times.  Access through Google Classroom. Please enter 
Meetings at start time.  I enter everyone from the Waiting Room at start time. 

                      Monday –             10:30 – 11:00 

                      Thursday --             9:00 – 9:30 

Office Hours – on Google Meets 

                          Monday –     11:00-12:30 

                          Tuesday --       2:30 – 3:15 

                          Wednesday -- 9:00 – 9:45 

                           Thursday --     9:30 – 10:15 

                           Friday  --          9:45 – 10:30 

Office Hours are optional.  I will have a chromebook open, ready to answer your questions 
when you access Office Hours through Google Classroom.  You are not required to stay in 
the meeting the whole time, just until you have your questions answered.  All students have 
access to this time, so this is an opportunity to share your thinking with your classmates. 

Thursday Office Hours have been changed.  Previously, I set evening hours for parent input.  
That does not seem to be the forum parents choose, so I have switched the time to 9:30-
10:15.  Students and I are using our office hour time to ask questions and hear me read Black 
Stallion aloud.   

We catch up on Rings at Zoom Meetings.  We push birthday buttons at Zoom meetings. 



Morning FlipGrid – Staying Connected   So many students commented on how much they 
love Flipgrid, I decided to start each day with one.  It is on our Google Classroom page under 
the Daily Announcements topic.  I will say hello, remind you of daily meeting times, and ask 
a question that will take just a little research to answer.  Then, you make your flipgrid and 
we all get to see each other every day. 

* Use GoogleChrome as your internet browser when you are accessing District webpage 
and links.  There are some links that just don’t open in other browsers, so we are reminding 
families to first click on your GoogleChrome browser, and work from there.  This is SUPER 
important, now that we are Virtual Learning. 
 
Internet 

Use the HELP button on the HTES Virtual Learning website.  CCUSD is ready to help. 

Tracy Steffan suggests: 
If students are using their OWN device from home they will need to ADD the CLEVER EXTENSION to 
their Google Chrome web browser in order to access the following programs with single sign-on (SSO): 
Think Central 
Into Reading: Your Friend in Ed 
Mandarin Matrix 
Renaissance Place (AR) 
 
Remember to ALWAYS use Google Chrome as your web browser when accessing Clever and our 
learning programs. You will be prompted to Add the Clever Extension when logging into Clever.  
 
Follow the steps: 
1. Add to Chrome 
2. Add Extension 
3. STOP - Students K-2nd grade DO NOT need to sync their Google accounts to their web browser.  
4. Students 3rd-6th grade can sync their web browser. They have all done this at school in the computer 
lab, simply follow the prompted steps. 
 
Also if they did not install the Clever Chrome extension, then when trying to access the programs that 
need it for SSO, the student will again be prompted to get the Clever extension OR copy and paste their 
login information directly into that program.  

 

Math  --  

There are 2 math activities each week on the 4th Grade Learning Menu.  Follow the directions 
in that menu.  Your third activity is always Imagine Math, 2 days a week for 30 minutes each. 

We are accessing the GoMath textbook online and the Interactive Student Edition.  Remember 
to use Clever, then Think Central is where you will find GoMath. You will see a screen that 



says My Library.  Click there and lots of resource icons are visible.  First, look at your Student 
Edition.  You have seen this before.  You are focusing on Chapter 12 this week.  We need to 
review Measurement.  After you refresh your memory about Chapter 12, then go back to the 
My Library and find the icon Interactive Student Edition.  Click there, find the Chapter 12 
resources and spend time completing 12.3 and 12.7.   It is interactive, so you type in answers 
and click on flashing buttons.   Now that you can calculate measurement, return to Google 
Classroom and answer the 3 questions at the bottom of the Google Doc titled Week 5 – 
Measurement Practice. 

Complete the Multiplication Practice activity.  Follow directions on how to enter answers in the 
google doc.  You will do your work on scratch paper. 

Reading --   

Achieve is accessed through Clever and HTES Student Links.  I have loaded 5 articles for each 
week. Please read through all articles and complete all activities. I have tried to load articles 
that are timely and interesting.   

We are reading The Black Stallion.  The book is loaded up on the 4th Grade Learning Menu.  It 
is a pdf file link.  We don’t foresee any problems.  It is a low-tech link.  If you have a hard copy 
laying around the house, that is fine.  Use that copy.  There are comprehension and vocabulary 
activities loaded on our Google Classroom.  We read chapters 10 - 14 this week.  I will be 
reading it aloud during our Office Hours times.  Monday-Chapters 10 and 11, Tuesday – 
Chapter 12, Wednesday-Chapter 13, Thursday-Chapter 14. 

Achieve 3000-- Remember to Read Achieve 

Please read and complete activities on Achieve 3000.  I load articles that I hope you find 
timely. Complete the activities.   

A.R. – Accelerated Reader -- Take AR Quizzes! 

Using the HTES Virtual Learning website, you will see Library at the bottom of that left side list 
where you found 4th grade.  Click there.  It has all of the directions for accessing AR from 
home.   Mrs. Hammersmark suggests: 
Teachers, if you hear students state that Rens Place says they can't take an AR quiz from their 
location/device, please tell them to just continue and ignore the message. I tested it from home and it works. I 
tried to get the message removed, but Rens Place said they can't remove it either. 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Studies 

There are two Social Studies activity on the 4th Grade Learning Menu. One is the Geogram and 
is accessed directly from the menu.  It also loaded in Google Classroom because many of you 
did not access from the Menu.  Only do the Geo one time.  Please remember to use your 
atlas to complete this activity. 

The second activity is only on the 4th Grade Learning Menu.  You need to access Scholastic 
using the log in information provided by Mrs. Silva. 

Science 

Scientist of the Week – yes, we are all hoping that those of you that are still on the Scientist of 
the Week schedule, will complete your science presentation.  I am happy to forward if you 
send me video or pictures of you doing your Scientist of the Week. 

Discovery Ed Online –Unit 6 Electricity and Magnetism, and then Concept 6.3 Electric Circuits.  
Have paper and pencil ready to take notes while you read and view these resources.  Then, 
take the Electric Circuits Quiz that is loaded in Google Classroom.  This is 10 questions, 10 
points each, so a 100 point quiz.  Use your notes. Read these questions carefully.   

The Backyard Wildlife assignment is a weekly assignment.  By the time 4th quarter is over, you 
will have identified 7 plants and/or animals from your backyard. If you haven’t added a picture 
to your assignment yet, give it a try this week. 

Language Arts 

Antonym Diamonte activity—go to Google Classroom and use the Doc loaded for you to 
complete. 

Black Stallion vocabulary activity.  Please read those directions carefully. 

Journal -- This Journal document is your digital diary of this historic Covid19 experience.  The 
journal will be in every Google Classroom week.  It is available for you to add slides and 
information as you choose. 

I also recommend starting a written diary at home.  I will not see this, so it is not an activity I 
am checking.  But consider this scenario, you are 25 years old and an adult.  You are working, 
maybe starting a family, and you start remembering the spring of 2020.  You can pull out your 
diary from when you were in the 4th grade.  Imagine how interesting it would be to read 15 
years from now.   Hmmmmm! 

Mandarin --  Please access Mandarin at the bottom of the 4th Grade Learning Menu. 
 
Encore – Please access Art, Music, and P.E. activities on the 4th Grade Learning Menu. 



May 4 - 8, 2020 
 Week-at-a-Glance 

It is expected that all students read a minimum of 20 minutes every night. 
Take AR Quizzes as soon as you finish a book. 

 
Complete activities on 4th Grade Learning Menu that is posted on HTES Virtual Learning page. 

You have until Friday at 3:00 to complete.   
Monday –  
       10:30 – 11:00 Zoom Meeting   
        11:00- 12:30  Office Hours – Chapter 10 and 11 – The Black Stallion 
 
Tuesday –  
       2:30 – 3:15 Office Hours – Chapter 12 The Black Stallion 
 
Wednesday  --   
       9:00 – 9:45  Office Hours – Chapter 13 The Black Stallion 
 
Thursday –      
      9:00 – 9:30  Zoom Meeting         
      9:30 – 10:15   Office Hours – Chapter 14 The Black Stallion 
 
Friday –    
      9:45 – 10:30 Office Hours 
          
 

 
At Zoom meetings, I hope to start randomly pulling name sticks and 
students can decide if they want some things from Room 209.  Posters, 
door decorations, and birthday buttons are some of the items to be 
dispersed. 


